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Prefatory Note

Andreas Hanselmann (1825-1905) had his roots in the Toggenburg, a
valley belonging to the Canton St.Gallen and situated in the northeastern part of Switzerland. Born in 1825, he left his wife Susette and his
two children-a son who died early and a daughter Frieda, born 1856
in Wattwil-in 1860 and went to the United States. In those days, the
dominant textile industry in the Toggenburg was hit by an economic
crisis that led also others to emigrate, but Hanselmann offers no explanation for his departure. Being caught by the Civil War in New Orleans
shortly after his arrival, he enrolled in the Louisiana Militia and, after
the fall of that city to the Union forces, he changed sides and finished
the war fighting for the North. 1
At the war's end, he went via Panama from New York to California where he pursued different occupations. He was for a short time
a dishwasher and later a shepherd in the surroundings of Sacramento.
After 28 years spent in the United States, he went back to Switzerland in
1888 and rejoined his wife in Wattwil. He died on 20 December 1905 at
the age of 80 years and 5 months. He seems to have had some economic
success in California because in 1893 he could buy a nice two-story
house at Schomattenstrasse 13 near the center of Wattwil, and in 1895
his wife Suzette provided .a mortgage loan to a local inhabitant.
A few years before his death, Andreas Hanselmann wrote an account about his American adventures. 2 He wanted to tell his countrymen
of his experiences at a time when few news items from abroad reached
his quite remote valley. In his booklet he describes some events he had

1

James H. Hutson, The Sister Republics: The Swiss and the American Civil
War. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1991. [Footnote of Richard Blatter; his
notations are henceforth indicated with (BL)]: "In 1892 the Swiss Consul General at
Washington estimated that 6000 Swiss-born soldiers were fighting in the Union Army"
(p. 42). - For a brief survey of Swiss in the Civil War see Heinz K. Meier, Memoirs
of a Swiss Officer [Rudolf Aschmann] in the American Civil War (Bern, Switzerland:
Herbert Lang, 1972), pp. 7-20.
2
The booklet and a few other documents from Richard Blatter's great-grandfather Andreas Hanselmann have been handed down from generation to generation.
(BL). Please note that subtitles in italics have been inserted by L. Schelbert.
V

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011

3

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 47 [2011], No. 3, Art. 2

actually experienced as well as some stories he had evidently heard
from others. Some information about events of the Civil War such as
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln or the history of the gold rush intended to give Swiss readers an overview. Meeting other Swiss seems to
have been of great importance to Andrew Hanselmann, perhaps because
he was homesick. Several stories about crimes show that this type of
news interested writers and readers already in the nineteenth century.
Richard Blatter

P.S. L. Schelbert thanks Fred Jenny, Vice President of the SAHSChapter in Switzerland, and Albert Winkler, member of the SAHS
Editorial Board for their careful and expert review of the finalized text.
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